
 

Community Bike Parks 

 

Overview 

Bike parks are a relatively recent development and the growth of compact, urban 
facilities specifically for mountain bicycling has allowed more people to recreate 
outdoors. Bike parks are constructed primarily of soil with occasional rock and wood 
features and are managed similarly to a typical park facility with the provision of parking, 
irrigation, signs, trash and recycling collection, and law enforcement. 

Trail	  Facilities 

A bike park has a combination of trail facilities 
that are determined by the terrain, implicit and 
explicit community desires, funding, and typical 
development considerations (e.g., access, 
parking, irrigation). The facilities are coherently 
arranged onto a site to create a high-quality, 
risk-managed mountain bicycling experience for 
a range of skill levels. 
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PUMP TRACK 
Pump tracks are frequently the core of a bike 
park. Constructed on flat, open ground, they 
appeal to children and adults alike and provide 
a great location for learning and improving off-
road cycling skills.  

Area = 0.25 – 2.0 acres 

Construction costs (appx.) = $10K - $30K 
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DIRT JUMPS 
Dirt jumps allow bicyclists to achieve the sensation 
of flight as they ride through a series of 
progressively larger earthen mounds. Constructed 
on flat, open ground, dirt jumps typically have 
several parallel alignments to accommodate 
beginners through expert riders.  

Area = 1.0 – 3.0 acres 

Construction costs (appx.) = $20K - $60K 
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GRAVITY FLOW TRAILS 
Placed on a hillside to allow cyclists to unleash 
stored kinetic energy, gravity flow trails provide a 
roller-coaster ride of jumps, drops, and bermed 
turns. 

Area = 2.0 – 5.0 acres (can be combined with 
other trails) 

Construction costs (appx.) = $15K - $70K 
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SLOPESTYLE COURSE 
Similar to a gravity flow trail, a slopestyle course is 
also gravity-fed but includes built features such as 
wallrides and box jumps to vary the technical 
challenge. 

Area = 2.0 – 5.0 acres (can be combined with 
other trails) 

Construction costs (appx.) = $30K - $150K 
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SKILLS AREA 
Spiced with ladder bridges, rocks, and log features, 
skills areas allow beginner riders to acclimate to 
features typically found on mountain bike trails. 

Area = 0.5 – 1.0 acres (can be combined with 
other trails) 

Construction costs (appx.) = $10K - $25K 



 

Community Bike Parks 

 

 
TOT TRACK 
Created for the youngest riders, a tot track is 
typically located adjacent to traditional 
playground structures to provide a central play 
area for children too small to ride even a pump 
track. This area also allows parents to watch 
their children in a controlled area. The track 
may be constructed of concrete to reduce 
maintenance costs. 

Area = 0.25 acres (can be combined with other 
facilities) 

Construction costs (appx.) = $10K - $30K 
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SINGLETRACK TRAILS 
Flow-based singletrack trails can provide a varied 
experience for bike park visitors and should be 
included if sufficient land is available. The 
singletrack can be integrated into and shared with 
the other trail facilities to achieve cost efficiencies. 

Area = 10.0 – 40.0 acres (can be combined with 
other trails) 

Construction costs (appx.) = $20K - $180K 
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CYCLOCROSS RACE COURSE 
It is possible to combine existing roadways with a combination of new trails and overland 
routes to create a cyclocross race course. Costs will increase if the facility is intended to 
be used for internationally sanctioned races. 

Area = 20.0 – 40.0 acres (can be combined with 
other trails) 

Construction costs (appx.) = $60K - $200K 

 
 
ROAD CRITERIUM COURSE 
The development of the facilities to support the bike park will allow the park to support 
road criterium races. Criterium races are short (typically less than 5 kilometer/3 mile) 
loops ridden repeatedly. 
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Development	  Process	  
 
The process for developing a bike park is 
similar to other large-scale public works 
projects.  The phases include: 

CONCEPTUALIZATION 

A high-level assessment of the project site is 
performed by a professional trailbuilder.  This 
includes an analysis of opportunities and 
constraints, and meetings with stakeholders to 
identify social, fiscal, environmental, and 
physical conditions related to trail development. 

Deliverables 

Conceptual site plan and feasibility report.  
Costs = $5K - $10K. 

DESIGN 
Once approved, the conceptual site plan is 
verified with a more detailed analysis, which is 
vetted by the lead public agency. This may 
include stakeholder involvement (other 
recreationalists, representatives from adjacent 
properties, and other government agencies) if 
required. 

Deliverables 

If using a design-build procurement process, 
the site plan is advanced to the design 
development stage. If utilizing a competitive -
bid process the site plan is rendered into  
construction documents and then flagged in the 
field in order to be bid.  Costs = $15K - $100K. 



 

Community Bike Parks 

 

 
 
PERMITTING 
Permit reviews, as determined by relevant 
agencies, are performed by the agencies 
themselves or by professional consultants.   

Deliverables 

Necessary permits need to allow for the 
physical improvements associated with the bike 
park development. Costs = $10K - $50K. 

CONSTRUCTION 
The design is implemented, possibly in phases 
depending on available funds. 

Deliverables 

A completed bike park. Costs = variable, 
depending on combination of trail facilities. 
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MANAGEMENT 
Monitor use and administer changes to 
activities as necessary to meet management 
objective. 

Deliverables 

Earlier stages include the creation of a 
management plan, which may be inclusive of a 
risk management plan and/or sign plan.  These 
are typically created by the land manager but 
can be executed with the assistance of a 
consultant. Costs = $2K - $20K. 

MAINTENANCE 
While sustainable design and construction 
practices greatly reduce the need for annual 
maintenance, improvements will be required 
with use.  These can range from basic pruning 
of vegetation to larger reconstructions required 
by catastrophic events such as wildfires.  
Typically performed by volunteers or staff from 
parks and recreations departments, larger 
projects should budget for annual maintenance 
of approximately 5% - 10% of the construction 
cost. 

Deliverables 

Small amounts of annual, routine maintenance 
and occasional extraordinary maintenance. 
Costs = variable, depending on combination of 
trail facilities. 

 


